
the diet of the Aesculapian Snake (see in
GRILLITSCH et al. 1983 and VEITH 1991).
LUISELLI & RUGIERO (1993) studied the food
habits of 32 specimens of arboreal Aescu-
lapian Snake in Italy, and did not find either
birds or eggs in the diet.  They could not
answer the question whether this arboreal
snake eats more birds than do terrestrial
ones.  Such “flying” food can only be an
occasional source for this opportunistic
species (cf. BARUŠ & OLIVA et al. 1992;
BÖHME 1993).  However, one can suppose
that sometimes it can forage also non-typi-
cal prey (e.g., bats roosting in roof attics or
tree-hollows during summer days can pro-
vide well concentrated amounts of food).
This hypothesis has also been corroborated
by the observation of an Aesculapian Snake
occurring under a nursery colony of Lesser
Horseshoe Bats Rhinolophus hipposideros
(BECHSTEIN, 1800) in a roof attic.  Chiro-
pterologists caught the snake just creeping
along the wood frame to the bats (KOSELJ &
ZAGMAJSTER 2001).  Certainly, European
snakes do not have a significant influence
on bat populations.  However, locally, they
may be specialized for eating bats, similar
to some cases observed in tropical regions
(cf. SCHÄTTI 1984).
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Predation upon Amphisbaena 
fuliginosa LINNAEUS, 1758 

by Micrurus ancoralis (JAN, 1872) 

Micrurus ancoralis (JAN, 1872), is
distributed through the Pacific lowlands
from southeastern Panama to southwestern
Ecuador and extreme northwestern Peru,
between 0 and 1500 m elevation (CAMP-
BELL & LAMAR 2004).  The latter authors
are the only reference regarding the diet of
M. ancoralis in mentioning “small snakes,
including Ninia atrata” as prey of the Regal
Coral Snake.  Here I report predation upon
Amphisbaena fuliginosa LINNAEUS, 1758
by M. ancoralis.

A specimen of M. ancoralis (deposit-
ed at D. F. CISNEROS-HEREDIA’s collection at
Universidad San Francisco de Quito; Quito,
Ecuador: DFCH-USFQ 1111) was collected
on the floor of a gap in primary Lowland
Evergreen forest at 09:00 at Hacienda El
Cielo, a farm on the margins of the Bogotá
River (78º44’W, 01º06’S, ca. 300 m a.s.l.),
Province of Esmeraldas, Ecuador, by Vlasti-
mil ZAK et al. in October 2000.  The snake,
an adult female [277 ventrals, 32 subcaudals,
123 cm total length (TL), 114 cm snout-vent
length (SVL)], was assigned to the sub-
species M. a. ancoralis (sensu CAMPBELL &
LAMAR 2004).  Examination of its stomach
contents revealed that the snake had swal-
lowed an adult Speckled Worm Lizard,
Amphisbaena fuliginosa (DFCH-USFQ
1112) (fig. 1).  The worm lizard [8 preanal
pores, 200 body annuli, 25 tail annuli, auto-
tomy level of the tail at annulus 5, 46 seg-
ments to a midbody annulus, 39 cm TL,
33.5 cm SVL] was assigned to the sub-
species A. f. varia LAURENTI, 1768 (sensu
VANZOLINI 2002).  The worm lizard was
ingested head first.  The prey/predator body
length ratio is 0.29, the prey/predator body
mass ratio is 0.33, the maximal diameter of
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prey (at head) is 15.2 mm and the minimal
diameter of predator (at neck) is 12.6 mm.

Several species of coralsnakes are
known to prey upon amphisbaenians: Micr-
urus brasiliensis ROZE, 1967, M. circinalis
(DUMÉRIL, BIBRON & DUMÉRIL, 1854), M.
filiformis (GÜNTHER, 1859), M. frontalis
(DUMÉRIL, BIBRON & DUMÉRIL, 1854), M.
hemprichii (JAN, 1858), M. ibiboboca (MER-
REM, 1820), M. lemniscatus (LINNAEUS,
1758), M. mipartitus (DUMÉRIL, BIBRON &
DUMERIL, 1854), M. pyrrhocryptus (COPE,
1862), M. serranus (HARVEY, APARICIO &
GONZALEZ, 2003), and M. tschudii (JAN,
1858) (CAMPBELL & LAMAR 2004). This is
to my knowledge the first record of preda-
tion upon an amphisbaenid by M. ancoralis.
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Taxonomic status of 
Colostethus parcus RIVERO, 1991

and Colostethus exasperatus
DUELLMAN & LYNCH, 1988 

In the original description of Colo-
stethus exasperatus, DUELLMAN & LYNCH
(1988) mentioned the absence of an oblique
lateral stripe and the presence of discrete
markings on the chest.  In his diagnosis of
C. exasperatus, COLOMA (1995: 29) listed
the presence of a short oblique lateral stripe
and the absence of discrete marks in the
gular-chest region, and in his section on
description and variation, he insisted on the
absence of spots on the throat: “I am unable
to distinguish two discrete marks on the
chest as originally stated.”.  My examina-
tion of two paratypes of C. exasperatus
(Natural History Museum, The Kansas
University - KU 147100 and KU 209648)
revealed no differences from the original
description of DUELLMAN & LYNCH (1988).
However, the statements by COLOMA (1995)
creates confusion about the recognition of
C. exasperatus.  I suggest that the characters
in the original description of C. exasperatus
(presence of discrete marks on gular-chest
region, lack of an oblique lateral line, and
the dark throat and chest) be maintained.
On the other hand, after examining para-
types of C. parcus RIVERO, 1991 (National
Museum of Natural History, Smithsonian
Institution - USNM 282532-34), COLOMA
(1995) placed C. parcus in the synonymy of
C. exasperatus. He concluded that the ob-
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Fig.1:  Adult female Regal Coralsnake Micrurus 
ancoralis ancoralis (JAN, 1872) and its prey, a

Speckled Worm Lizard Amphisbaena fuliginosa varia
LAURENTI, 1768; Province of Esmeraldas, Ecuador.


